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proxy to the Duke of Bedford, who went north with.
'several other noblemen to Stirling Castle, where the young prince was baptized with great pomp, and received the name of Charles James.
It was observed that Darnley did not appear at the ceremony, and his absence seemed to scandalize Queen Elizabeth's representative. On the other hand, James Hepburn, Earl of Bothwell, was very much in evidence there.
It was the fact that Bothwell, since the evening when tie heard Mary's shrieks, and ran to prevent the murder of Rizxio, had made great strides in the Queen's favor; and he had openly espoused her party as opposed to those of the King and the Earl of Murray.
Bothwell was a man of thirty-five, the head of the powerful Hepburn family, who wielded great influence In the Eastern Lotheans, and the County of Berwick, He was of violent and brutal temper, a slave to every vice, and capable of any villainy to gratify the ambition which he did not take the trouble to conceal. In his youth ho was considered brave, but he had had no se-rioiis occasion to draw his sword for a long time.
If the King's authority had boon, shaken by Ilizzio's influence, it was altogether overthrown by BothwclPa* The great nobles, following the example of the favorite, no longer stood in Darnloy's presence, and gradually ceased to treat him even SB their equal: his suite was cut down, his silver plate wan taken away, and the few officers who remained with him made him purchase their services with bitter mortification. The Queen, for her part, no longer took the alightoBt pains to conceal her aversion for him, aud openly avoided him. She carried her avoidance of him to auch a point tliat oiae day when she had gone with Bothwell to Alway, ahe started back